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GOSNELLS TOWN CENTRE 
Grievance 

MR ANDREWS (Southern River) [9.54 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
and relates to road funding and the revitalisation of the Gosnells town centre.  Last year in my maiden speech 
when I first came to this place, I pleaded the poverty of my electorate.  I pointed out then, and have since, the 
lack of facilities in my electorate, particularly public transport, schools and roads.  I cannot stand here today and 
plead that case again, because I am sure it would not be justified.  I am happy to say that the facilities I have 
asked for my electorate have been delivered in one year by this Government.  Work has already been done on 
Tonkin Highway and to a lesser extent on Roe Highway.  That is one of the major infrastructures that this 
Government will deliver and it will be of great benefit to my electorate and to the electorates of the minister and 
the member for Roleystone.  I also point out to the House the tremendous extension of bus services to my 
electorate, which has produced great results.  For example, people can now catch buses every five minutes in 
peak hour in Canning Vale.  The extension of weekend and night services into Gosnells and Huntingdale has 
markedly improved the quality of life of many of my constituents.  Yesterday during question time the Minister 
for Education announced the development of a new primary school at south Atwell.  I welcome that.  The 
kindergarten will start next year.  The Minister for Education also launched the start of the 2002 school year by 
ringing the bell at the new Campbell Primary School.  Canning Vale will also get a new high school in 2004. 

Mr Johnson:  This doesn’t sound much like a grievance.   

Mr ANDREWS:  I am simply pointing out to the House the work that this Government has already done in my 
electorate.  I thank the member for Hillarys for raising that point.  Money put forward under the Bush Forever 
scheme has protected environmentally sensitive areas in my electorate and has provided greater security to 
landowners.  I particularly look forward to the development of the new Gosnells Railway Station and the 
transport interchange.   

There has been a strong relationship between the Gallop Government and the City of Gosnells over the past 12 
months.  Twelve months ago the centre of the City of Gosnells was dying.  Shops were closing simply because 
people were not coming into the town centre.  One of the main reasons was the sheer volume of traffic on 
Albany Highway and the configuration of tributary roads.  People were simply shopping in other places.  The 
result was a decrease in local employment.  I am asking the minister for an increase in road funding to deal with 
problems in the Gosnells town centre.  The two main areas are the main street and Dorothy Street.  When I come 
out of my office, which is located on Wheatley Street, I must stop at a stop sign before turning into Dorothy 
Street.  I must then stop at a railway crossing and a set of traffic lights after driving another 20 yards.  At the left 
turn, there are three more traffic lights in the space of about 400 metres.  The result is that even in off-peak 
periods, it takes longer to travel that distance than it does to travel 10 kilometres further down Albany Highway.  
It is a congested area.  We want people to come back and start using the town centre.  We want to make sure that 
businesses see the positive side of this plan, so that they will come back to the town centre and create 
employment.   

The minister had the foresight to provide the city with $5 million, of which $2 million was provided in the 2001-
02 budget.  Results have already been seen.  Ongoing private sector investment is now occurring.  For example, 
the private sector has directly contributed $200 000 to the upgrade of a road intersection on Albany Highway.  
This upgrade has given people greater access to the local supermarket, thereby increasing employment.  I am 
asking for a continuous investment by the Gallop Government in the bright future of my electorate by allocating 
further funds in the 2002-03 budget.  When the Gosnells town centre project was first formulated, a formal cost-
benefit analysis was carried out that demonstrated that an investment on roads in the town centre of Gosnells 
would return an investment greater than any other road scheme anywhere in Australia.  As I said, the funding is 
required for the Albany Highway, which is the main street, and Dorothy Street. 

It is not only the member for Southern River who congratulates the Labor Government but also a fine, 
independent newspaper in our section of the world called the Examiner.  The editorial of the Examiner on 
Thursday, 7 March, in part, reads - 

. . . it does prove the Gallop Government is serious about transportation issues. 

In fact, it could be argued that in the 13 months since Labor came to power, transport has been one of 
its stand out portfolios. 

The editorial refers to infrastructure also.  It continues - 

. . . it would appear transportation issues are now being addressed in a sensible and affordable manner. 
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This would suggest the Government is actually serious about addressing concerns that have remained 
largely untouched by previous governments. 

. . .  

It is heartening to see an administration that is tackling long standing transportation issues. 

The Government’s aim - and I am sure the minister shares its aim - is to make urban living a positive experience 
for as many people as it can and provide a more equitable, greater and better quality of life for the people in 
Southern River and the south east metropolitan area. 

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.01 am]:  I thank the member very 
much for his grievance and for an opportunity to address this issue.  A member of the Opposition said that this 
does not sound very much like a grievance because the member for Southern River was able to describe so many 
of the positive things that have been done during his time as the member for Southern River.  However, I assure 
members opposite that the member for Southern River has a genuine grievance to raise.  The most inequitable 
distribution of the community’s resources in the past nine years is an issue that the member for Roleystone and I 
feel very strongly about and is an inequity that the Government is seeking to address.  That inequity has seen the 
south eastern corridor of the metropolitan area languish.  There is no doubt that unemployment there is well 
above the state average.  In my electorate of Armadale - I am sure in Gosnells too - the acknowledged 
unemployment figure today is around 11.5 per cent.  The Government recognises that there is also a lot of 
concealed unemployment.  The south eastern corridor is an area that is relatively job poor; that is, a low ratio of 
jobs to people who live in the area.  In some instances there are areas with employment opportunities, such as 
Canning Vale, but they have poor transport links.  It is an area that has been neglected and that neglect has had a 
negative spin-off on the State generally, and particularly on metropolitan planning.  That has resulted in readily 
available urban land in the region not being developed because land prices remain depressed and it is 
uneconomical to subdivide the land.  Therefore a sprawl is occurring in the north west and south west corridors 
while more readily available land in the south east has not been taken up.  There is a real issue of social inequity 
in the south east corridor that must be addressed.  Overriding that is the question of enlightened self-interest to 
ensure that we get a proper spread of development and control of sprawl. 
The Government has been very supportive of the excellent work done by the City of Gosnells.  I note that 
present in the public gallery are the mayor, Pat Morris, and the chief executive officer, Stuart Jardine, both of 
whom for many years have been at the leading edge of positive and creative solutions for the problems in 
Gosnells.  We worked with them during our opposition years and have seen the effort they have put into coming 
up with a creative solution to the problems facing the City of Gosnells.  The town centre revitalisation is an 
important part of that process.  The Government was very happy last year to announce an assistance package of 
$11 million - $6 million to move the rail and $5 million to be spent on roads.  The road funding we promised last 
year involved $2 million to be made available in 2001-02, $1 million in 2004-05 and $2 million in 2005-06.  Our 
thinking was that we would first give $2 million in the first - 

Point of Order 
Ms SUE WALKER:  Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to the state of the House. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms SUE WALKER:  Where is the Government’s side? 

Mr Hyde:  Both sides of the House are having cups of tea with people who have cancer.  Gee whiz! 

Mr Marshall:  At 10.30 am.  The member for Perth should get his appointments right.  We are all rostered to 
attend it. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Debate Resumed 
Ms MacTIERNAN:  Our thinking was that we would provide $2 million immediately to get the work started and 
then focus on the rail project.  That $2 million has been very well spent.  As the member for Southern River said, 
some progress has been made already.  He asked me whether we could bring forward the expenditure provided 
for the out years so that the project would not lose momentum.  It is critical that the project not lose momentum.  
Therefore, notwithstanding an extraordinarily tight budget, in recognition of the representations of the member 
for Southern River and of the extraordinarily good work done by the City of Gosnells - I say that sincerely - we 
have been able to restructure the budget.  I am giving advance notice - because the budget will not be released 
until next week - that we have been able to bring forward $1.5 million to be available in 2002-03 and a further 
$1.5 million in the following year.  We have therefore been able to bring forward by a number of years the 
remainder of that $5 million so that the project can continue uninterrupted and the momentum of private sector 
investment that is slowly coming into the area can continue.  It is important that we keep that critical mass of 
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activity going.  We do not want this project to fall in a hole.  We are absolutely committed to finding creative 
responses from local authorities in socially disadvantaged areas and working in partnership with them to deliver 
outcomes to those responses. 

I am pleased to have received the grievance from the member for Southern River and I again acknowledge the 
mayor and the CEO of Gosnells for all their good work and representations, which have paid off.  The 
Government has an extraordinarily tight budget but it has been able to implement that restructure and looks 
forward to seeing Gosnells thrive in the future. 

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


